PS 348: GOVERNMENT AND POLITICS IN W. EUROPE 


EXAM 1 STUDY GUIDE 

This guide can help you prepare for Exam 1. Be familiar with all of the following 
information, which can be found in the readings listed below and in your notes from the 
lectures. The list is by no means exhaustive of all the topics we have covered in class. Feel 
free to add your own questions to the list as you study for the exam. 

1. SOCIAL CHANGE 

=> European Politics Today, Chapter 13 

=> Ronald Inglehart, "Changing Values among Western Publics...” 

• What are materialist and post-materialist values? 

• What is the main change of social values in W. Europe since 1945? 

• What has caused values to change? 

• Is the change permanent or temporary? Why? 

• What do we mean by the "services economy"? 

• What are the main effects of the services economy on W. European societies? 

• What is the effect of women’s participation in the labour market and how do different 
societies respond? 

• What are the main demographic trends and family changes in W. Europe? 

• What is the position of religion in modern W. European societies? 

2. MIGRATION IN W. EUROPE 

=> European Politics Today, Chapter 19 

=> Martin Schain, "The Extreme Right and Immigration Policy-Making...” 

• What are the main instruments of migration policy? 

• What have been the main migration trends in W. Europe since 1945? 

• What is distinctive about each phase of migration in W. Europe, especially re: the 
origin of migrants and available methods of legal migration? 

• What are the effects of increased migration on politics and policy in W. Europe? 

• What is the role of Islam in current debates over immigration? 

• What do we mean by integration and multiculturalism in the context of immigration 
policy? 

• What are the societal and political implications of integration and multiculturalism? 

• How does immigration affect the welfare state in W. Europe? 

• How is the European Union involved in immigration policy? 

• In what ways do far right parties affect political discourse and policy in W. Europe? Be 
ready to give examples. 

3. EUROPEAN PARTIES AND PARTY SYSTEMS 

=> European Politics Today, Chapter 12 

=> Aldo Ponce and Susan Scarrow, "Who Gives? Partisan Donation in Europe” 

• What were the first political parties like and how were mass parties created? 
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• What is a social cleavage? 

• What is the link between social cleavages and political parties? 

• Which were the traditional social cleavages that shaped the modern state in W. 

Europe? 

• Which social cleavages are relevant in W. European politics today? 

• Which are the main party families in W. Europe? 

• What are the main ideological tenets of each party family? 

• Examples of political parties for each political family? 

• What are the external and internal aspects of party organization, and how are they 
linked? 

• Which are the main party systems in W. Europe according to Giovanni Sartori? What 
are the main criteria for his classification? 

• What is the most common type of party system in W. Europe? 

• What are the main sources of funding for political parties in W. Europe? 

• Which source of party financing is the most important today and why? 

• What motivates partisan donations in W. Europe? What are the two main explanations 
and which is more plausible according to Ponce and Scarrow? 

4. REGIONALISM AND FEDERALISM 

=> Wilfried Swenden, Regionalism and Federalism in Western Europe, Chapters 1 and 2 

• What are the main types of state in W. Europe? Examples? 

• What are the main features of each type? 

• What is similar and what is different about the different types of state? 

• How and when were W. European nation-states established? 

• Which states were created first? Which later? What explains this difference? 

5. EUROPEAN INTEGRATION 

=> European Politics Today, Chapter 10 

=> Andrew Moravcsik, Introduction, The Choice for Europe 

• What do we mean by "European integration"? 

• Which were the three original European Communities? Which treaties established 
them and when? 

• What were the historical and politics reasons behind the start of European integration? 

• When is the difference between the terms "European Union" and "European 
Communities”? 

• What are the two mechanism of change in the European Union? What changes have 
they caused? 

• Main accomplishments of the EU? 

• Main trends in EU decision-making? Which actors matters more? Which matter less? 

• Main challenges the EU is facing today? 

• What are the two theoretical explanations of who drive European integration? 

6. CENTRAL AND EASTERN EUROPE 

=> European Politics Today, Chapter 9 
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• What were the three most salient post-Communist challenges in Central & Eastern 
Europe? 

• How are the political systems in the countries of Central and Eastern Europe 
organized? 

• What are the most important political issues in CE Europe? 

• What does the term "European Union conditionality" mean, and what is its effect on 
Central and Eastern Europe? 

• What are the Copenhagen criteria? 

7. EXECUTIVES 

=> European Politics Today, Chapter 14 

=> Julia Fleischer, "Power Resources of Parliamentary Executives...” 

• What are the main types of executive systems in Western Europe? (2 classifications) 

• Which executive systems are more common? 

• What are the main types of bureaucratic systems? What are the main criteria that 
allow us to distinguish among them? 

• What are the main elements of the relationship between politicians and bureaucrats? 
What advantages and disadvantages do they have vis-a-vis each other? 

• What are some of the problems associated with executive governance? 

• What are policy units, according to Julia Fleischer, and how can they affect government 
policy? What criteria can we use to estimate their effect? 

8. COURTS 

=> European Politics Today, Chapter 15 

=> Marie-Pierre Granger, "The Future of Europe: Judicial Interference and Preferences” 

• What is constitutional review and how does it affect politics? 

• What is judicial preview and where can we find it? 

• Differences between code law and common law tradition in W. Europe? 

• What is the role of the precedent in each tradition? 

• Which countries follow each tradition? 

• How has the relationship between European courts and constitutional review evolved 
and why? 

• What are the names of Europe-level courts? What do they do? What is their general 
effect on sovereignty? 

• What, does Marie-Pierre Granger argue, is the traditional perception of the European 
Court of Justice? 

• How has the ECJ behavior evolved and what is its main role today? 

9. WELFARE POLICIES 

=> European Politics Today, Chapter 17 

=> Karl Kaltenthaler & Stephen Ceccoli, "Explaining Patterns of Support for the Provision 
of Citizen Welfare” 

• Relationship between the welfare state and economic development policies? 

• Historical trends in welfare spending in W Europe 

• What are the main theoretical approaches to social welfare policy in W Europe? 
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• What are the types of Social Democratic welfare systems? How does the concept 
"decommondification" allow us to distinguish among them? 

• What are the main attitudes toward the welfare state in W. European countries 
(Kaltenhaler & Ceccoli) 

• What psychological and social factors explain different levels of support for the welfare 
state among countries in W. Europe? 

NOTE ON JOURNAL ARTICLES: 

• Be familiar with the main argument of each article. 

• How does the main argument relate to other ideas and concepts we discussed in class? 

• How did the author reach his/her main conclusion? 
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